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ina to Free Captives 
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Melilgence. Agency oper- 

Uliigagea in setiirig_ up 
northeast 

yicfed by the Chinese in 
^cteau was setitericed'to 
l^rs’ imprisonment and 
yas given a life term. 
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John DownPi J»ft, whoM U/n wntwce w»i commuted 
hy FeWnl. BtehwS Feetenui wl»o wip reieoied. 

eWe in MsrPh* t850, nddJtigjOti Amerlesn POWi now held 
he hud “b^hBved h«(Jly. ! by North V|etB«m- 


tsyeiiilMntion” end 
Uken ‘Ihl wiri(ir« MB»w#rp»-'’ 
Beheyed Ihdlt »t Hen 
The Chinese had not" dis- 
closed th* arreit of the couple 
UFlor to their atineunGement 

** 

tirtliaifthirTO hpvrhsen lost at 

wa, ' ■* ^ 

-h*wo other Atnerlcfln prjsop- 

wi itm being helfl it) 9^inn 

“ L- Phillj E. 
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Among the other U.S. citi- 
zens beujg detained in Chte 
Bb# Amirtcans who sympi- 
thiiad with the .communiit rl: 
giihi and ran afnui of its poUt- 
feai lii^asi- These tnciuda 
Sydney Biltenberg, a props- 
andllt in Peking who joined 
the Bed Guardi during Mao 
Tiedung’s Cultural devolution 
and was later accused o( “ui- 
tra-leftfsm." 

Praises President 

Edward M. 



(D-Mbss.) cailed the releese of 
the Americans “one of the 
most important symbols of the 
PTHbplInk era of improved re- 
lations hetween our two coun- 
tries." Kennedy said further 
that the President “deserves 
the highest praise” for secur- 
Ihsthbir release. 
t*Yn "'Cy'nh71lass.rQtre. of Fee- 
d’s twin daughters posted a 
ittered ilgn on a eara|e 


"-•^his" wife,' iiirs. hiargarei Fee- 
teau, were divorced in 1951. 

Mary Ann Harbert’s sister, 
Mrs. Sue Carrington of Moun- 
tain View, Calif., said on hear- 
ing the news: “We’re walking 
on air.” 

< 

In Washington, meanwhile, 
a cousin of John T. Downey 
has asked Mr. Nixon to urge 
the Chinese leaders when he 
vlsUs Peking In February to 
release Downey under preil- 
dantial PU(^tody. 

Hean Powney of McLean. 
Ya,, epressed the belief in iii 
interview yesterday that the 
Chinese might free his cousin 
if the Preaident concedes that 
-.fiowney was indeed a QIA, op- 
erative When he was captured- 
“That approach would dive the 
Dhinil# an opportunity to 
powney expiaihld- 

Talki in OttawR 
Downey said that the 
Chinese ambassador to CaiY 
Ida, Huani Hua, had irtBlfiaicfll 
during a conversatio}! they 
had in Ottawa in October thgk] 
John Downey’s chances of rf- 
least might he improved If the 
United States acknowledged 
th at ha had been working lor 
the CIA. 

Harvard Paw School Prof. 
Jerome A- Cohen made a simi- 
lar proposal to the White 
House in .luly after discussing 
Kennedy} the prisoner Issue with 
' Chinese diplomats in Canada- 
Cohan, who was a classmate of 
Downey at Vale, said at the 
time that his suggestion had 
received “working-level” en- 
dorsement within the adminis- 
tration- 

It is not known whether Kis- 
singer conceded in his conver- 
sations that Fecteau end Dow- 
ney bad been CIA employees. 
Put Cohen, an expert in 
Chinese Bw, has been tn oepa- 
Ktsilnger. 
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